7S                                    LOTH AIR.

'To a saint in heaven and on earth/ said Lothair, blush-
ing ; Ho St. Clare.'

But Lady St. Jerome and her guests rose at this moment,
and it is impossible to say with precision whether this last
remark of Lothair absolutely reached the ear of Miss
Arundel. She looked as if it had not. The priests and
the other guests dispersed. Lothair accompanied the
ladies to the drawing-room: he lingered, and he was me-
ditating if the occasion served to say more.

Lady St. Jerome was writing a note, Miss Arundel waa
arranging some work, Lothair was affecting an interest in
her employment in order that he might be seated by her
and ask her questions, when the groom of the chambers
entered and enquired whether her Ladyship was at home,
and being answered in the affirmative retired, and an*
nounced and ushered in the Duchess and Lady Corisande.

CHAPTER XIX.

IT seemed that the Duchess and Lady St. Jerome were
intimate, for they called each other by their Christian
names, and kissed each other. The young ladies also
were cordial. Her Grace greeted Lothair with heartiness;
Lady Corisande with some reserve. Jjothair thought she
looked very radiant and very proud.

It was some time since they had all met, not since the
end of the last season, so there was a great deal to talk
about. There had been deaths and births and marriages,
which required a flying comment; all important events:
deaths which solved many difficulties, heirs to estates
which were not expected, and weddings which surprised
everybody.

* And have you seen Solina ? * enquired Lady Si Jeronra